
American History 11R



After World War II

• Alliance of Britain and 

U.S. with Soviet Union 

was pragmatic: need to 

defeat Germany 

• Different ambitions 

leads to rivalry 

between Soviets and 

U.S. after the war is 

over.



Western Nations

• Lack of trust of Stalin. Neither Winston 

Churchill nor Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

told Stalin about the atomic bomb 

• Many Allied leaders hoped USSR could be 

persuaded to join a new, stronger League of 

Nations organization 

• U.S., Britain, China, and Russia met in 

1944 to discuss plans for new organization 

to replace League of Nations 



United Nations 

Formed 

• In April 1945, San Francisco Conference formed U.N. 

– Security Council (11 members) with veto power and 

permanent seats for five major powers (U.S., France, Britain, 

China, and USSR). 

– Secretariat, headed by Secretary-General, to handle day-to-day 

affairs 

– General Assembly with delegates from each nation. Three 

votes to USSR as result of Yalta Conference promise 

– International Court of Justice to deal with legal disputes 

between members 



Soviet Union
• Communist leaders feared 

capitalist nations

– Expected European and 

then world domination by 

capitalists. 

– Hoped for collapse of 

capitalist economies and 

societies

• Communists wanted 

European and then world 

domination.



Containment

• American 
diplomat George 
Kennan proposed 
a "containment" 
policy to prevent 
spread of 
communist 
ideology. 



Iron Curtain

• Churchill responded with 

"Iron Curtain" speech in 

March 1946, declaring 

that USSR's intentions 

were to control Eastern 

European and expand 

power throughout the 

world.

• Phrase came to stand for 

the division of Europe.



Countries 

Behind the 

Iron Curtain



Problems with U.S.S.R.

• Free elections promised in Poland by Stalin 

following the war 

– Communist government formed with no 

elections.

– Banned democratic parties. 

– Border nations pressured into establishing 

communist governments. Became satellite 

nations. 



Truman Doctrine

• Soviet threat needed to be confronted.

• Truman asked for major economic aid 

($400 million) to Greece and Turkey to 

oppose communism

• Policy of United States to support the free 

people of the world from armed minorities 

and pressure from outside. 



Marshall Plan

• June, 1947 – Secretary of State George Marshall 

proposed aid to all of Europe to fight “hunger, poverty, 

desperation, and chaos”

• Western Europeans nations provided $12 billion to 

rebuild economies and resist Soviet pressures

• Within 4 years, Western Europe was doing well and 

communist parties were losing voters. 



Berlin Blockade and Airlift

• Partition of Germany among Allies 
had resulted in Berlin being a 
divided city within the Soviet 
sector. 

• In June 1948, Soviets blockaded 
West Berlin and halted all traffic 
into the city. 

• Allies (U.S., France, and England) 
responded by airlifting massive 
amounts of food, coal, and other 
supplies to keep West Berlin open.  
327 Days.

• Soviets backed down and allowed 
traffic to resume



Collective Security
• Formation of NATO -12 

nations (10 European 
nations plus Canada and the 
U.S.) joined in April 1949 in 
an attempt to establish 
collective security and resist 
Warsaw Pact nations 
expansion

• Today, 25 members –
Provide collective security 
for all





Korean War

• September 1945 - Korea divided between North 
and South 

– Following Japanese surrender, Soviets 
maintained military presence in the North 
with American troops in the South. 
Temporary border at 38th parallel established 

– A pro-Soviet puppet government is left in 
charge of North Korea with a vastly superior 
army to U.S.-supported South



North Korea 

invades South 

Korea

• June 24, 1950 - Whether 

North Koreans acted with 

Stalin's approval is still 

debated 

• Truman orders air and naval 

support for South Korea & 

calls for UN intervention 

• With the Soviet Union 

absent from the Security 

Council, the U.S. was able 

to win agreement from UN 

to support South Korea. 

MacArthur appointed to 

command UN operations.



Korean War Events

• September 15, 1950 - U.S. troops invade at Inchon

– In surprise landing behind enemy lines, US forces 

push North Korean army back north of the 38th 

parallel 

• November 4, 1950 - Chinese divisions enter fighting 

– With increased opposition, UN offensive stalls and 

then collapses. Chinese troops push UN forces back 

across 38th parallel and capture Southern capital of 

Seoul 

• MacArthur declares "There is no substitute for victory" 



Truman vs. 

MacArthur

• MacArthur expresses his 
frustration with the limited war 
U.S. is fighting against 
communists

• April 11, 1951 - Following 
several warnings about 
insubordination, Truman angers 
public (69% support MacArthur) 
by firing the US commander

• MacArthur addresses Congress 
after being away from the U.S. 
since 1935

• In emotional speech, MacArthur 
declares "Old soldiers never die, 
they merely fade away". 



End of Korean War

• March 1953 - Armistice formally re-

established the division of Korea 

• Formal peace treaty never signed. Over 

1,000,000 Koreans and 54,000 Americans 

killed in conflict plus thousands who die as 

prisoners of war 



U-2 Incident
• CIA made secret high altitude 

flights over the Soviet Union to 
spy.

• U-2 spy plane was used for these 
missions

• On May 1, 1960, pilot Francis 
Gary Powers and his U-2 was 
shot down over the Soviet Union.

• Powers captured and sentenced 
to 10 years.

• Eisenhower agreed to stop the 
flights but offered no apology.  
Khrushchev called off a summit 
between U.S. and Soviet Union.



Brinkmanship

• Secretary of State John Foster Dulles 

under Eisenhower, proposed a policy of 

using all force, even nuclear weapons, 

against any foreign aggression.

• Trimmed army and navy, increased size 

of Air Force.



Massive Retaliation and Detente

• Massive Retaliation – Policy that any attack 

on United States would be met with all of 

our nuclear arsenal.  Also referred to as 

MAD (Mutually Assured Destruction)

• Détente – 1972 – Nixon and Kissinger, 

more flexible approach to dealing with 

communist states. Ease tensions between 

them and the U.S.



Space Race

• October 4, 1957 – Sputnik, first artificial 

satellite launched by Soviet Union.

• U.S. shocked and government pours in 

money to catch up.

• Launches own satellite on January 31, 1958.



Bay of Pigs

• Bay of Pigs invasion 

(April 1961)--Failed 

invasion by anti-

Castro Cuban-

Americans 

embarrassed JFK as 

the CIA had trained 

and financed the 

mission 



Cuban Missile Crisis

• Cuban Missile Crisis 

(October 1962)--Soviets 

placed offensive missiles in 

Cuba. U.S. used diplomatic 

and military pressure 

(embargo of ships bound 

for Cuba). After tense two-

week period, Soviets 

removed missiles.





Gulf of Tonkin 

Resolution 
• August 5, 1964 -

Following conflict 

between U.S. destroyers 

and North Vietnamese 

gunboats, President 

Johnson is given 

authority to "prevent 

further aggression." 

Measure passes 

Congress 416-0 in 

House and 88-2 in 

Senate 



Ping Pong Diplomacy

• American Table Tennis team was suddenly invited 

to China. The surprise invitation came as a shock 

because no American group had been invited to 

visit China since the Communist takeover in 1949 

• Warning to Soviet Union of new alliance 

possibilities.

• President Nixon jumped at the chance and arranged 

to visit China himself in 1972



Arms Control in Cold War

• 1963 –Nuclear Test Ban Treaty -banning nuclear 
weapons tests in the atmosphere, in outer space 
and under water.

• 1972 - ABM Treaty - barred Washington and 
Moscow from deploying nationwide defenses 
against strategic ballistic missiles. 

• Strategic Arms Limitation Talks leads to SALT I 
treaty – 5 year agreement to limit ICBM’s and 
submarine based missiles to 1972 levels.

• SALT II – More limits on strategic arms and 
nuclear based launchers. 
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Second Red Scare

• Loyalty checks of government 
workers begun in 1947 
because of fear of communist 
infiltration. (Federal Employee 
Loyalty Review Board).

• Government drew up list of 91 
“subversive” organizations, 
membership led to suspicion. 

• 3.2 million Americans 
investigated between 1947 –
1951.



House Un-American Activities 

Committee
• Held numerous public hearings and 

ruined reputations of blacklisted 

individuals, including many from 

TV, radio, and the movies.

• Hollywood Ten – unfriendly 

witnesses  called before the 

committee who did not cooperate.  

Sent to prison.

• Blacklist – actors, producers with 

possible ties to communist 

organizations.  Over 500 put on the 

list.



Smith Act

• Passed by the U.S. Congress as the 

Alien Registration Act of 1940. 

• Made it an offense to advocate or 

belong to a group that advocated the 

violent overthrow of the 

government.

• Basis of later prosecutions of 

members of the Communist and 

Socialist Workers parties. 



Spying

• Alger Hiss, former State Dept. 

diplomat, accused of disloyalty by 

Whittaker Chambers, a confessed 

Soviet spy. 

• Hiss sued Chambers for libel, but 

was convicted of perjury in 1950 

• Democrats, many of whom 

supported Hiss, were seen as soft on 

communism 



Rosenberg Spying Case
• September 3, 1949 – Soviets 

explode an atomic bomb.

• 1950 – Klaus Fuchs admits 
giving Soviets information about 
U.S. atomic bomb.  Implicates 
Rosenberg’s, husband and wife.

• Ethel and Julius Rosenberg 
arrested, tried, and executed in 
1951 for providing atomic 
secrets 



McCarthyism

• Sen. Joseph McCarthy began to 
speak out against communist 
influence in the government with a 
speech in February 1950 in which 
he contended that the State Dept. 
was riddled with communists.

• Legal immunity by making 
statements on floor of Senate.

• Eventually went after the Army in 
1954.  

• Condemned for bullying witnesses, 
eventually censored by the Senate.



“Hollywood Ten”

• HUAC

– Investigated 

communist influence 

in Hollywood

– Sneaking propaganda 

into films

– Subpoenaed witnesses

– 10 refused to testify 

and were sent to 

prison.

• Blacklist

– List of people with 

communist 

backgrounds.

– 500 actors, writers, 

producers, directors

– Ruined careers



McCarran Internal Security Act 

(1950)

• Required communist and "communist-

front" organizations to register with the 

Justice Dept. 

– Membership lists and financial statements 

were required 

– President was given broad powers to detain 

potential enemies 

– Truman vetoed the bill as "a long step toward 

totalitarianism" - passed over his veto. 



The Crucible by Arthur Miller

• The "important theme" that 

Miller was writing about was 

clear to many observers in 

1953 at the play's opening. It 

was written in response to 

Senator McCarthy and the 

House Un-American Activities 

Committee's crusade against 

supposed communist 

sympathizers.

• Used the Salem Witch Trials 

to make his point.


